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! From the desk 
of  the 

Executive Director!

Forest Unlimited is a 501 (c)(3) organization whose
purpose is to protect, enhance, and restore the
forests and watersheds of Sonoma County. Forest
Unlimited educates the public about logging plan
review, forestry law, and regulation.

www.forestunlimited.org

Executive Director: Richard Coates
Board of Directors
Larry Hanson, President, Editor
Maria Potter, Vice President
Jim Newman, C.E.G., Treasurer
Don Frank, Secretary
Heather Rawson, Fundraising Committee Chair
Jack Silver, Esq.
John Cruz, Ph.D, Logging Review Program
Manager
Kay Cruz, Website Manager

Advisory Board
Elaine Wellin, Ph.D.
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P. 5

Can They Do That?
Forest Unlimited fields many calls and emails
throughout the year that pertain to observations by the
concerned public. You yourself may have wondered
when you see trees getting cut down near the banks of
the creek or somewhere else, "Can they do that?" Or
maybe you have heard rumors that a grove of oaks
across the street has been purchased for development
and worry that these oaks could be cut down. Would it
be legal? What about the neighbor who owns a large
parcel and is using workers to cut down trees -­‐ a few
here and a few there. Is that ok? Or, "I hear chainsaws.
What should I do?"

Take Photos & Ask Questions Later -­ Leveraging
Digital Technology for Nature

Snapping a few photos is simple and cheap. Photos can
help get unauthorized activities stopped and mitigated.
If your public agency gets an email with photos and
hopefully some information as to where the photos
were taken, they will be best at deciding if rules are
being violated. Photos greatly helps the agencies decide
if they can take an action to stop the work while they
sort out the issues. The more information you can get on
the spot the better.

Common Sense Steps

The end goal of the photographic effort is to prevent the
unlawful destruction of irreplaceable trees, salmon,
salamander habitat, water supplies, etc. Some nature
lovers document vulnerable areas before any harm has
come to them in hopes of preserving them as important
sites. You can purchase an inexpensive disposable
camera and keep it in your car. Those photos can be
quickly put on a CD for easy use in emails. Also, you can
take pictures with your phone, tablet, or iPad. If you
have a digital camera, even better. Again, try to identify
the location as well as possible for future use.

Useful and Easy Information to Obtain

While snapping representative photos, include a
landmark in some of the photos as a reference point. In
an ideal world, photos would include a mailbox, a
unique rock, a road sign, or a building. Photos should be
taken from as close as one can safely get. If there's an
address or name, or company truck, it wouldn't hurt to
capture these just in case they might be helpful later.

Try to capture the relative size of trees cut, any pollution
created by the activity, dead fish or birds or other
wildlife. Any of the above will be very helpful to the
agencies in their evaluation of the activity. It is helpful

to copy your email and photos to more than one agency,
and if the activities are particularly bad, you can also
send photos to your County Supervisor.

CAUTION: The point here is that it is NOT necessary to
know if the activity is legal or not, and don't assert
violations or make affirmative statements about who is
doing what offensive act. Let your public agencies sort
that out. Simply ask for an investigation and their
analysis on the legality of the activity.

Contact Information for Public Resource Agencies

Land Use Questions -­‐ Sonoma County Permit and
Resource Management Department: 565-­1900 Code
Enforcement staff (be sure to get their email address)

Suspected Agricultural PRE-­‐clearing activities -­‐ Sonoma
County Agricultural Commissioner: 565-­2371;
Tony.Linegar@sonoma-­‐county.org;
Gail.Davis@sonoma-­‐county.org

All wildlife concerns including aquatic, terrestrial,
reptilian, and avian -­‐ California Department of Fish
andWildlife: 944-­5500;
Adam.mckannay@wildlife.ca.gov

Logging -­‐ Cal Fire: 576-­2275; Kim.Sone@fire.ca.gov

Sea going creatures and their habitat -­‐ National Marine
Fisheries Service: 707-­387-­0737

The geologist was Ray Waldbaum, CEG. Ray prevailed in
court which affirmed that Ray's geologic analysis in
question adhered to professional standards. In a county
riddled with landslide and earthquake fault areas, the
fact that winery projects can slide through the county
process every time is improbable. You would expect
that now and then there would be sites not safe or
suitable to excavate caves or build large multi-­‐story
buildings. In fact, the public's geologist has found that
on some applications, reports presented by consulting
firms had done inadequate geologic work.

Attacks on peer reviewers must not be tolerated by the
professional licensing boards, courts, or our elected
representatives. Professionals that provide
professional peer review of the work of developer's
consultants are invaluable to informed decision making
and is in the public interest. Developers must not
participate in schemes to pressure peer review
scientists working on behalf of the concerned public.
Let the science sort things out and we can look forward
to better outcomes for the County.

Professionals (Cont.'d from P. 1)
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B e c o m e  a  M e m b e r  o f  F o r e s t  U n l i m i t e d  
Your tax-deductable contribution will help fund forestry education programs and forest preservation, protection, and 
enhancement projects.  Members receive newsletters and notification about special events, workshops and logging in their 
watersheds.  

YES! I would like to join Forest Unlimited to further your work! (Dues are tax-deductible as permitted) !
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2nd Annual Barbeque, Anderson Hall, Camp Meeker–wild salmon & grilled vegetable options
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